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I WORK SESSION
Final Action on Proposed Plumbing Code Changesfor the 1999 Oregon State
Plumbing Specialty Code

Chairman Seagraves called the work session to order at 9:00 am. Thework sesson and
following board meeting were held at the Building Codes Divison, 1535 Edgewater NW,
Sdem, Oregon.

Recommendations made by the board move forward to the Administrator of the
Building Codes Division. The Administrator formally adopts the State Plumbing
Soecialty Code through administrative rule and reserves the right to make changes or
to present counter recommendations to the board.

Chief Plumbing Inspector Swisher explained that the hearing docket proposes to change the
current Oregon State Plumbing Specidty Code to the 1997 edition of the Uniform Plumbing
Code (UPC) with new Oregon amendments. The 1997 edition of the UPC isan
amagamation of the 1994 edition, which occurred in 1996. It brought in provisons from
other codes, cregting a subgtantidly different code in size, format and detail. The Plumbing
Code Change Committee reviewed the materid section by section and looked at dl changes
occurring between the 1994 and 1997 editions. The committee reviewed every existing
Oregon amendment to determine whether or not it gpplied to the new edition of the code,
and made the necessary changes. Severa new amendments were created because of
language in the code; e.g., Szing tables for drainage and venting systems and fixture unit
vaues. The committee reviewed al of the code change submittas over the last three-year
code cycle. That materid isreflected in the hearing docket.

Input was brought to the Code Change Committee from the Standards Committee. That
committee reviewed each of the 495 standards adopted for plumbing product approval.
The code book will contain reference to al adopted plumbing product standards.

Mr. Swisher distributed copies of a suggested reference to be added to the storm drain
section to meet Department of Environmenta Quality (DEQ) concerns (Exhibit "A"). This
language would appear in abox as reference only and would not be part of the code:

"Sumps, drywells, catch basins, industrid wastewater drainage
wells, sormwater disposal wells, and automotive service bay floor
drains are regulated by DEQ under the Federd Underground
Injection Control Program (UIC). The purpose of this program is
to protect groundwater sources of drinking water from potential
sources of contamination. Use of such infiltration devicesis
regulated under the Oregon Adminigtrative Rules Chapter 340,
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Divison 44. Siting requirements include, for example, a 500-foot
st back from domestic drinking water wells. Automotive service
bay floor drains have been banned from use due to discharge of
toxics and petroleum products.

"All of the infiltration devices or wells (exising or new) are
required to be registered with DEQ), as the delegated agency,
under the Safe Drinking Water Act (see 40 Code of Federa
Regulations 144). Some devices may qualify as rule authorized.
Otherswill need generd permits or individua WPCF permits.
Vigt the DEQ UIC Internet Ste at:
http://waterqudity.deg.gtate.or.us'wg/groundwaluichome.htm for
registration forms. For more information contact Barbara Priest at
(503) 229-5945 or Martin LaFrenz at (503) 229.6162."

Staff recommends adoption of the Standard Committee's recommendations. In addition to
items listed in the hearing docket, staff recommends adoption of the nationaly recognized
two-part sandard for testing and manufacturing gas-fired water heaters. A copy will be
available prior to publication/adoption of the plumbing code.

MOTION by Robert Kimesto close hearing docket.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

MOTION by Robert Kimes to adopt the hearing docket with modifications presented by
gff.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

The Adminigrator has not made a decision about whether the actud publication and effective

date will be October 1, 1999, or April 1, 2000. Board members urged approva October
1. Staff will convey the October 1 request to Administrator Brewer.

Il BOARD BUSINESS

I1.A Call toOrder

Chairman Seagraves cdled the State Plumbing Board to order following the work session.
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[1.B Roall Call
Henry McDonad was absent (excused).
[1.C Approval of Agenda and Order of Business
Chairman Seagraves RUL ED the agenda approved as mailed.
[1.D Approval of the December 18, 1999, Board Minutes
Chairman Seagraves RULED the minutes gpproved as submitted.
II.E Dateof the Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting
April 16, 1999
11 PUBLIC COMMENT
No one indicated a desire to speak
IV REPORTS

IV.A Compliance Cases - Roseanne Nelson
L icense Suspension
1. Ferrando Plumbing, Inc. - Suspension of plumbing business certification of
registration 24-195PB.

Divison recommends suspension of Respondent's Business Certificate of Registration
for aperiod of two years.

The Fina Order directsthat: "Ferrando Plumbing shdl not regpply for a Plumbing
Business Certificate of Regidration for a period of two years from the date of this
Order." Inresponse to severd questions by board members regarding the effect of
this sugpenson, Ms. Nelson explained that staff will notify the locd jurisdiction, which
will in turn notify the genera contractor.

MOTION by Robert Kimes to adopt divison recommendation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Default Orders
2.  Gary D. Knight dba Knight Mechanical - Assessment of $500 civil penalty for
making an installation without a permit in Burns.

Division recommends a $500 civil pendty for violation of OAR 918-785-0200(1)(a)
for engaging in the business of making a plumbing ingdlation without firg having
obtained avaid plumbing permit.

MOTION by Judy Bauman to adopt division recommendation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY .

3. David Sassdba Northwest Plumbing Services - Assessment of $500 civil
penalty for making an ingtallation without a permit in St. Helens.

Divison recommends the violation of ORS 447.040 for engaging in the business of
making a plumbing ingalation be dismissed and the matter

closed. Divison recommends a$500 civil pendty for violation of

OAR 918-785-0030(3)(b), for engaging in the business of making a

plumbing ingdlation without first having obtained a vdid plumbing permit.

MOTION by Perry Shinn to adopt divison recommendation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Final Orders
4. J.F.Edmonds- Dismiss proposed civil penalty assessment and close case.

Divison recommends the Notice of Proposed Assessment of a Civil Penalty, dated
January 12, 1998, be dismissed and the matter closed.

There was not a preponderance of evidence that Respondent made a plumbing
installation.

MOTION by Ken Carlson to adopt division recommendation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

5.  Richard T. Newcomb - Assessment of $500 civil penalty for making an
ingtallation without a certificate of competency in Salem.

Division recommends a $500 civil pendty against Respondent for violation of ORS
693.030(1) for making a plumbing ingalation without a vaid Oregon Plumbing
Journeyman's Certificate of Competency.
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MOTION by Robert Kimes to adopt division recommendation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Divison recommends adoption of the Unanimous Consent Caendar.

MOTION by Robert Kimes to adopt division recommendation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Unanimous Consent Calendar

Consent Orders

6. DeTemple Company, Inc. - Assessment of $500 civil penalty for employing an
unlicensed individual to makeingtallationsin Portland.

7. Guy William Andrews - Assessment of $500 civil penalty for making an
ingtallation without a certificate of competency in Portland.

Default Orders
8. Aquameter, Inc. - Assessment of $1,000 civil penaltiesfor making installations
without a businessregistration in Hermiston (two violations).

9. Steve Odllien - Assessment of $500 civil penalty for making an installation
without a certificate of competency in Hermiston.

10. Ferrando Plumbing, Inc. - Assessment of $1,000 civil penaltiesfor employing
unlicensed individuals to make installationsin Keizer (two violations).

Citation
11. Northwest Environmental and Recycling, Inc. - Dismiss proposed civil penalty
assessment and close case.

IV.B Staff Reports- Status Report on Photo Licensing - Harold DePue

Applications for photo identification license cards are being included with journeyman
plumber renewa notices. New plagtic journeyman license cards will replace the current
paper cards. Photos may be taken at the division office. It was noted that the photo license
isoptiond.

Software purchased in January 1999 will enable the division to issue a strength and

weakness report to dl gpplicants. At present, only the residentia plumbing inspector (or
"CAP") cetification exam is processed using the new exam database.
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vV COMMUNICATIONS- None.

VI

VI

VIHI

APPEALS - None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None.
NEW BUSINESS

Request by John Williams, City of Beaverton, for an interpretive ruling on what is
an approved swing joint for connectionsto roof, deck and overflow drains under
provisions of the Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code, Section 1105.2.

Divison recommends the board direct staff to write a CodelLink article using the proposed
illugtration and explanation to clarify what an gpproved swing joint is under this code section.

Mr. Swisher advised that eech interpretive ruling is sent to dl Building Officids and becomes
aforma mandate. Staff tries to avoid unnecessary interpretive rulings because the process
results in writing code through the interpretive process. Staff believesa CodelLink artideis
aufficient in this case.

Chairman Seagraves asked whether detail indicated the exact amount of horizonta offset.
Mr. Swisher said there is no specified minimum or maximum in available literature relating to
length of horizontd offsat (fitting-to-fitting). Mr. Swisher said thisis an issue that could be
determined by the board.

Brad Roast, City of Beaverton, gppeared for John Williams. The request was made to
achieve consstent code gpplication throughout the state.

Mr. Swisher didtributed copies of drain design materid from the Plumbing Engineer
(Exhibit "B"). It addresses expansion and contraction in the roof, requiring either an
expansion joint or a horizontal section of pipe to absorb the pipe movement, but it does not

Specify pipe length.

Typicd Cast Iron Soil Pipe Indtitute layouts show aroof drain ingtdlation with asingle offset
for cast iron piping consistent with the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE)
Technical Committee's report that a horizontal section of pipeisrequired (Exhibit "C"). The
swing joint issueisillustrated.
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Anillugration from the Nationa Standard Plumbing Code (NSPC) (Exhibit "D") contains
smilar language on a properly designed roof expansion joint or horizonta branch which can
take up movement of the vertica pipe without affecting the roof box.

It is gaff'sinterpretation that a swing joint would be asingle horizontal offset. Theimmediate
question is the length of the horizonta offset. A roof deflection of five percent isdlowed in
code, depending upon certain materials and the distance. Plastic has a greater flexibility for
deflection than cast iron. The expangon/contraction issue in plumbing code dedl's only with
expanson and contraction of the roof.

Some roof drain manufacturers require an expansion joint for their product and it is included
with the roof drain. This gives the option of the swing joint or therma expansion devices.

Mr. Swisher said there is no definition of "swing joint” in the code. The A.SSE. Plumbing
Dictionary defines aswing joint only relating to screwed pipe. There is another type of joint
cdled the "double swing joint”" in plumbing vocabulary which, in screwed pipe, dlows
movement horizontally and verticaly. It isused for heating connections, such as seam lines
where therma expansion is subgtantid. Mr. Swisher believes the definition used in plumbing
code for roof drainage isincongsent with the definition used in the plumbing trade dedling
with hydraulic heating or screwed piping.

Three 90-degree offsets would be considered adouble swing joint. The offset must include
the horizonta pipe.

Pete Larsen, City of Gresham, advised theintent of Chapter 14 (storm drain section)
written in the 1980's, was for a single offset.

Considering the range of pipe Sizes; i.e., from 2" to 12" or larger, aminimum of 6" of piping
materid between the joints of the fittings should be required, rather than a center-to-center
offset (the larger the pipe, the greater the center).

Saff will mail adraft CodeLink article to dl board members for their consderation. Mr.

Swisher said if the CodeLink information fails to solve the problem, an interpretive ruling
may be appropriate a alater date.

IX  ANNOUNCEMENTS- None.
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X ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Seagraves adjourned the mesting at 11:40 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Benton
Boards Coordinator/Recorder

Exhibits:

A. Proposed storm drain section language (Work Session)

B. [llugtration - Plumbing Engineer (Agenda VI1II)

C. [llustration - Cast Iron Soil Pipe Ingtitute (Agenda VIII)

D. [llugtration - National Standard Plumbing Code (Agenda V111)
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