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Requirements for Arc Fault Circuit Interrupter Protection

How are Arc-Fault Circuit Interruptersto beused in aremodel situation or with
dedicated receptacles and smoke detector s?

Aretheelectrical outlets associated with plumbing fixturesinstalled in a corner
of a bedroom required to be protected by an AFCI device?

Minor additions or maodifications of existing bedroomswhere electrical wiringis
not exposed by the removal of wall and ceiling finishes shall not requirethe
installation of AFCI breakers. AFCI receptacles, when available, shall be used.

Dedicated outletsin a bedroom are required to have AFCI protection unless
dedicated to smoke detectors, nurse call, firealarm, or medical equipment.

Replacement or upgrading of the service or paneboard shall not require that
existing circuit breakersfor dwelling bedrooms be replaced with AFCI devices.

Lighting and exhaust fans associated with a bathr oom area not separated from
the bedroom by walls shall be permitted to be connected to the load side of the
GFCI receptacle serving the basin, (required by 210.52(D), aslong asthere are
no other bathrooms on the circuit per 210.11(C)(3) Exception.

The 2008 Oregon Electrical Specialty Code has amended the 2008 NEC language to require
AFCI protection for electrical outlets in bedrooms. This appliesto lighting outlets as well as
receptacles. Smoke detectors, nurse cal, fire alarm, and medical equipment are exempted from
this requirement.

2008 NEC model code language implies that electrical apparatus protected by a GFCI device
may not need additional protection by an AFCI device. This interpretation addresses the issue
by assuring that all electrical outlets in a combination bedroom/bathroom are adequately
protected by an appropriate, code required technology.
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In accordance with OAR 918-008-0110, the information contained in this statewide code interpretation is
legally binding on any party involved in activities regulated by applicable Oregon law, applicable Oregon regulations
or the state building code. If the information contained in this statewide code interpretation is cited as a basis
for a civil infraction, a representative of the jurisdiction must cite the interpretation number found in this document.



