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QUESTION: Are fuse-holders with a break-away feature suitable for use as the
disconnecting meansin stand alone light pole installations ?

ANALYSIS:

The issue of adisconnecting means for light poles has existed for several years. Industry
practice has been to use fuse-holders as the means to disconnect the light pole circuits for
maintenance and repair. A light poleis considered a structure as defined by Article 100 of the
2005 National Electrical Code. Articles 225.36 and 230.66 require the disconnecting means to
be suitable for use as service equipment and marked as such.

DETERMINATION:

Therequirements set forth in 225.36 and 230.66 can, in some instances, create a
circumstance of additional or higher hazard then the use of suitable fuse-holders. In single
light poleinstallationsthat have the connectionsto thelight pole circuit madein alocation
typically accessible only to qualified per sons, the use of approved, certified fuse holders
shall beallowed. In circumstances wherethe use of a fuse-holder creates hazards greater
than the use of a service rated and marked disconnecting means, the servicerated and

mar ked disconnecting means shall be used. Coordination between the installer and
inspection authority will reduce conflicts and should occur prior to installation.



