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CHAPTER 1
ADMINISTRATION

PART 1 --- SCOPE AND APPLICATION

SECTION 101
GENERAL

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Oregon Commercial Reach Code-ef-Oregen,
hereinafter referred to as “this code.”

101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the design, construction, addition, alteration,
change-of occupancy-movement-enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, and site orientation, ; of
every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures
and to the site on which the building is located. Occupancy classifications shall be determined in
accordance with the Oregon Structural Specialty Code;

This code shall not apply to the following:
1. Where an owner or designer has not opted to build under this code.
2. Any Group R, Residential occupancies except as provided for in Section 102.4.12.
3. Equipment or systems that are used primarily for industrial or manufacturing processes.

101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not apply unless specifically adopted by
the authority having jurisdiction.

101.3 Intent. This code shall be an optional set of construction standards and methods that are
economically and technically feasible, to regulate the design and construction of buildings for the
effective use of energy and the employment of renewable energy technologies. This code is
intended to provide flexibility to permit the use of innovative approaches and techniques to
achieve the effective use of energy, and to reduce the negative potential impacts of the built
environment. This code is not intended to abridge safety, health or environmental requirements
contained in other applicable codes and ordinances.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

102.1 General. This code is an overlay to the other Oregon Specialty Codes. This code is not intended
to be used as a stand alone construction regulation document or to abridge or supersede safety, health or
environmental requirements under other applicable codes or ordinances.

102.1.1 Code Conflicts. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific
requirement of this code, the specific requirement shall be applicable. Where, in any specific
case, different sections of the code specify different materials, methods of construction or other
requirements, the most practical and effective requirement to meet the intent of the code shall
govern.

102.1.2 Innovative Approaches. It is intended that the provisions of this code provide flexibility
to allow and encourage the use of innovative approaches, techniques and technology to achieve
compliance with the intent of the code.



102.2 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state
or federal law.

102.3 Application of references. References to chapter or section numbers, or to provisions not
specifically identified by number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter, section or provision of this
code.

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes listed in Sections 102.4.2 through 102.4.11, the
codes and standards referenced elsewhere in this code, and those referenced standards listed in Chapter
12, shall be considered as part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such
reference. It is the expressed intent of this code to require higher minimum standards relating to building
performance than the corresponding minimum standards set by the referenced codes and standards, and in
such cases, the higher minimum standards of this code shall take precedence.

102.4.1 Conflicting Provisions. Where the extent of the reference to referenced code or standard
includes subject matter that is within the scope of this code or codes listed in Section 102.4 the
provisions of this code or the code listed in section 102.4 as applicable, shall take precedence
over the provisions in the referenced code or standard.

102.4.2 Building. The provisions of the Oregon Structural Specialty Code shall apply to the
extent that such provisions establish minimum requirements to safeguard public health, safety and
general welfare through structural strength, means of egress facilities, sanitation, adequate light
and ventilation, and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards attributed to the built
environment and to provide safety to fire fighters and emergency responders during emergency
operations. The provisions of Chapter 1 of the Oregon Structural Specialty Code shall also
apply.

102.4.3 Fuel Gas. The provisions of the Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code shall apply to the
installation, alteration, repair and replacement of gas piping systems and components, gas
appliances and related accessories as covered in this code. These requirements apply to gas piping
systems extending from the point of delivery to the inlet connections of appliances and the
installation and operation of gas appliances and related accessories.

102.4.4 Mechanical. The provisions of the Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code shall apply to
the installation, alterations, repairs and replacement of mechanical systems, equipment,
appliances, fixtures, fittings and appurtenances, including ventilating, heating, cooling, air-
conditioning and refrigeration systems, incinerators and other energy-related systems.

102.4.5 Plumbing. The provisions of the Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code shall apply to the
installation, alteration, repair and replacement of plumbing systems, including equipment,
appliances, fixtures, fittings, appurtenances, and medical gas systems.

102.4.6 Property maintenance. RESERVED

102.4.7 Energy. The provisions of the Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code shall apply to
matters governing the design and construction of buildings for the effective use of energy.

102.4.8 Performance. RESERVED



102.4.9 Existing buildings. The provisions of the International Existing Building Code as
amended by Oregon in Statewide Alternate Method OSSC 08-05, shall apply to matters
governing the design and construction of additions, alterations or renovations of existing
buildings as well as to changes in occupancy to the extent that such provisions establish minimum
requirements to safeguard public health, safety and general welfare through structural strength,
means of egress facilities sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, and safety to life and property
from fire and other hazards attributed to the built environment and to provide safety to fire
fighters and emergency responders during emergency operations.

102.4.10 Zoning. RESERVED

102.4.11 Residential occupancies. The provisions of {&&-7000regon Residential Reach Code
} shall apply to the design and construction of buildings or

ere—pesroprnize by reterenesand-
portions thereof of Group R, including the building site. Such—eeccupancies—shall-achieve-the

Exception: High-rise buildings as defined by the Oregon Structural Specialty Code shall
comply with the provisions of this code or ICC 700.

102.4.11.1 Residential mixed use occupancies. The design and construction of
residential portions of mixed use buildings shall comply with Section 102.4.2211. The
remainder of the building and the site on which the building is located shall comply with
the provisions of this code. Where there are specific provisions provided in €
7000regon Residential Reach Code that regulate the design and construction of
residential portions of the mixed occupancy, the provisions of the Oregon Residential
Reach Code +&6-700-shall apply.

Exception: High-rise buildings as defined by the Oregon Structural Specialty Code shall
comply with the provisions of this code or the Oregon Residential Reach CodetSG&-700.

102.5 Partial invalidity. In the event that any part or provision of this code is held to be illegal or void,
this shall not have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other parts or provisions.

102.6 Existing structures. The legal occupancy of any structure existing on the date of adoption of this
code shall be permitted to continue without change, except as is specifically covered in this code, the
Oregon Structural Specialty Code, , the International Existing Building Code as adopted by Oregon, or



the International Fire Code, or as is deemed necessary by the code official for the general safety and
welfare of building occupants and the public.

102.7 Mixed occupancy buildings. In mixed occupancy buildings, each portion of a building shall
comply with the specific requirements of this code applicable to each specific occupancy, except as
provided in Section 102.4.11

PART 2 --- ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 103
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE CODE OFFICIAL

103.1 General. The code official established in the Oregon Structural Specialty Code and Oregon
Administrative Rules is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of this code. The code
official shall have the authority to render interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and procedures
in order to clarify the application of its provisions and how this code relates to other applicable codes and
ordinances. Such interpretations, policies and procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and
purpose of this code and other applicable codes and ordinances. Such policies and procedures shall not
have the effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this code or other applicable codes
and ordinances.

103.2 Applications and permits. The code official shall enforce compliance with the provisions of this
code as part of the enforcement of other applicable codes and regulations, including the referenced codes
listed in 102.4.

103.3 Notices and orders. The code official shall issue all necessary notices or orders to ensure
compliance with this code.

103.4 Inspections. The code official shall make inspections, as required to determine code compliance, or
the code official shall have the authority to accept reports of inspection by approved agencies or
individuals. The code official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to report
upon unusual technical issues that arise, subject to the approval of the appointing authority.

SECTION 104
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

104.1 Information on construction documents. Construction documents shall be dimensioned and
drawn upon suitable material. Electronic media documents are permitted to be submitted where approved
by the code official. Construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature
and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that such work will conform to the provisions of this
code and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official. The
construction documents shall contain a listing of the applicable project electives in accordance with
Section 303, and shall contain the code and version under which the project is permitted Where special
conditions exist, the code official is authorized to require additional construction documents.



SECTION 105
APPROVAL

105.1 General. This code is not intended to prevent the use of any material, method of construction,
design, system, or innovative approach not specifically prescribed herein, provided that such construction,
design, system or innovative approach has been approved by the code official as meeting the intent of this
code and all other applicable laws, codes, and ordinances.

105.2 Approved materials and equipment. Materials, equipment, devices and innovative approaches
approved by the code official shall be constructed, and installed ard-maintained-in accordance with such
approval.

105.2.1 Used materials, products and equipment. The use of used materials, products and
equipment which meet the requirements of this code for new materials is permitted. Used
equipment and devices shall be permitted to be reused subject to the approval of the code official.

105.3 Modifications. Wherever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of
this code, the code official shall have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases, upon
application of the owner or owner’s representative, provided the code official shall first find that special
individual reason makes the strict letter of this code impractical and that the modification is in compliance
with the intent and purpose of this code and that such modification does not lessen the minimum
requirements of this code. The details of granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files
of the department.

105.4 Alternative materials, design, innovative approach and methods of construction and
equipment. The provisions of this code are not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to
prohibit any design, innovative approach, or method of construction not specifically prescribed by this
code, provided that any such alternative has been approved. An alternative material, design, innovative
approach or method of construction shall be reviewed and approved where the code official finds that the
proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of this code, and that the
material, design, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that
prescribed in this code The details of granting the use of alternative materials, designs, innovative
approach and methods of construction shall be recorded and entered in the files of the department.

105.4.1 Research reports. Supporting data, where necessary to assist in the approval of materials
or assemblies not specifically provided for in this code, shall consist of valid research reports
from approved sources.

105.4.2 Tests. Wherever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of this
code, or evidence that a material or method does not conform to the requirements of this code, or
in order to substantiate claims for alternative materials or methods, the code official shall have the
authority to require tests as evidence of compliance to be made at no expense to the jurisdiction.
Test methods shall be as specified in this code or by other recognized test standards. In the
absence of recognized and accepted test methods, the code official shall approve the testing
procedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency. Reports of such tests shall be
retained by the code official for the period required for retention of public records.

105.5 Compliance materials. The code official shall be permitted to approve specific computer software,
work- sheets, compliance manuals and other similar materials that meet the intent of this code.



SECTION 106
PERMITS

106.1 Required. Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move—

ek —or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove,
convert or replace any energy, electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is
regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make application to the code
official and obtain the required permit under the applicable code or regulation relevant to the intended
work. Separate permits shall not be issued under this code. Exemptions from permit requirements shall
not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions
of this code or any other applicable laws, codes or ordinances of this jurisdiction.

SECTION 107
FEES

107.1 Fees. Fees for permits shall be paid as required, in accordance with the schedule as established by
the Jurisdiction having authority for the intended work prescribed in an application.

SECTION 108
BOARD OF APPEALS

108.1 General.

In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations made by the building
official relative to the application and interpretation of this code the local jurisdiction shall
establish an appeals procedure.

108.2 Limitations on authority. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent
of this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of
this code do not fully apply or an equivalent or better form of construction is proposed. The board shall
have no authority to waive requirements of this code.

108.3 Appeal of Decisions of Building Official. ORS 455.475 provides an alternative appeals
process to that set forth by the local municipality.

SECTION 109
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

109.1 Use and occupancy. Buildings or structures shall not be used or occupied, and changes in the
existing occupancy classification of a building or structure or portion thereof shall not be made, until the
code official has issued a certificate of occupancy therefor as provided herein. Issuance of a certificate of
occupancy shall not be construed as an approval of a violation of the provisions of this code or of other
ordinances of the jurisdiction.

109.2 Certificate issued. After the code official inspects the building or structure and finds no violations
of the provisions of this code or other laws that are enforced by the department of building safety, the
code official shall issue a certificate of occupancy in accordance with the provisions of the Oregon
Building Code.



109.3 Temporary occupancy. The code official is authorized to issue a temporary certificate of
occupancy before the completion of the entire work covered by the permit, provided that the building or
structure or portion thereof is safe to occupy.



CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and terms shall, for the purposes of
this code, have the meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense include the future; words stated in the
masculine gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the plural and the plural,
the singular.

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not defined in this code and are defined in the
Oregon Structural Specialty Code, Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code, Oregon Fire Code, Oregon
Mechanical Specialty Code or Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code, such terms shall have the meanings
ascribed to them as in those codes.

201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by this section,
such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context implies.

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

[B] ADDITION. An extension or increase in the conditioned floor area or height of a building or
structure.

[B] ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an existing structure other than repair or addition
that requires a permit. Also, a change in a mechanical system that involves an extension, addition or
change to the arrangement, type or purpose of the original installation that requires a permit.

[B] APPROVED. Acceptable to the code official or authority having jurisdiction.

[B] APPROVED SOURCE. An independent person, firm or corporation, approved by the code official,
who is competent and experienced in the application of engineering principles to materials, methods or
systems analyses.

[B] APPROVED AGENCY. An established and recognized agency regularly engaged in conducting
tests or furnishing commissioning services, where such agency has been approved.

AREA, TOTAL BUILDING FLOOR: The total of the total floor areas on all stories of the building.

AREA, TOTAL FLOOR: The total area of a story as measured from the interior side of the exterior
walls.

AREA, OCCUPIED FLOOR: The area of any story, portion of a story, or aggregate of multiple stories
that is used for a specific occupancy or function.



[E] AUTOMATIC. Self-acting, operating by its own mechanism when actuated by some impersonal
influence, such as, for example, a change in current strength, pressure, temperature or mechanical
configuration (see “Manual”).

BIO-BASED MATERIAL. A commercial or industrial material or product, other than food or feed, that
is composed of, or derived from, in whole or in significant part, biological products or renewable
domestic agricultural materials, including plant, animal, and marine materials, or forestry materials.

BRANCH CIRCUIT. The circuit conductors between the final overcurrent device protecting the circuit
and the outlet(s).

[M] BTU. Abbreviation for British thermal unit, which is the amount of heat required to raise the
temperature of 1 pound (0.454 kg) of water from 59°F to 60°F (15° C to 16°) (1 Btu = 1055 J).

[B] BUILDING. Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy,
including the energy using systems and site sub-systems powered through the building’s electrical service

BUILDING CODE. Means the Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC).

BUILDING COMMISSIONING (BCx).A process that verifies and documents that the selected
building systems have been designed, installed, and function according to the owner’s project
requirements and construction documents, and to minimum code requirements except as noted herein.

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer or other designated authority charged with the administration and
enforcement of this code, or a duly authorized representative.

BUILDING SITE. A lot, or a combination of adjoining lots, that are being developed and maintained
subject to the provisions of this code. A building site shall be permitted to include public ways, private
roadways, bikeways and pedestrian ways that are developed as an element of the total development.

[E] BUILDING THERMAL ENVELOPE. The basement walls, exterior walls, floor, roof, and any
other building element(s) that enclose conditioned space. This boundary also includes the boundary
between conditioned space and any exempt or unconditioned space.

CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY. A change in the purpose or level of activity within a building that
involves a change in application of the requirements of this code.

CODE OFFICIAL. See Building Official.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING. For this code, all buildings that are not included in the definition of
residential building.

COMMISSIONING. A process that verifies and documents that the selected building and site systems
have been designed, installed, and function in accordance with the owner’s project requirements and
construction documents, and minimum code requirements.

COMPLEX MECHANICAL SYSTEM. An HVAC system serving multiple zones per the Oregon
Energy Efficiency Specialty Code, Section 503.4. Not a Simple Mechanical System as defined by the
Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code, Section 503.3.

[ Formatted: Highlight




[B] CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. Written, graphic and pictorial documents prepared or
assembled for describing the design, location and physical characteristics of the elements of a project
necessary for obtaining a building permit, includes required completed checklist.

CONTROL. A specialized automatic or manual device or system used to regulate the operation of
lighting, equipment or appliances.

DAYLIGHT CONTROL. An automatic control device or system complying with Section
505.2.2.3.3 of the Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code. [Section number based on change
proposed for incorporation in the 2012 IECC]

CAPTIVE KEY CONTROL. An automatic control device or system that energizes circuits when
the key that unlocks the sleeping unit is inserted into the device and that de-energizes those circuits
when the key is removed.

OCCUPANT SENSOR CONTROL. An automatic control device or system complying with
Section 505.2.2.3.1 of the Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code. Occupant sensors are permitted
to incorporate an integral maximum there (3) watt LED night light that functions when loads are shut
off. [Section number based on change proposed for incorporation in the 2012 IECC]

[B] COURT. An open, uncovered space, unobstructed to the sky, bounded on three or more sides by
exterior building walls or other enclosing devices.

DAYLIT AREA. That portion of a building’s interior floor area that is regularly illuminated by natural
light, as determined in accordance with Section 808.4.

DAYLIGHT SATURATION. The percentage of daytime hours throughout the year when 30 foot-
candles (323 lux) of natural light is provided at a height of 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor. Partial
credit is allowed for times when less than 30 foot-candles of natural light is provided. Credit is not
allowed for times when 450 foot-candles or more of natural light is provided.

DAYLIGHT ZONE, SIDELIGHTING. The floor area adjacent to fenestration in an unobstructed
exterior wall. This area extends back from the exterior wall to the nearest 56 inch high partition, up to 2
times the height from the floor to the top of the fenestration, and laterally from the edge of the
fenestration to the nearest 56 inch high partition, up to 0.5 times the height from the floor to the top of the
fenestration.

DAYLIGHT ZONE, TOPLIGHTING. The floor area beneath a skylight or monitor in an unobstructed
roof. This area extends laterally and longitudinally beyond the edge of the skylight or monitor to the
nearest 56 inch high partition, up to 0.7 times the height from the floor to the bottom of the skylight well.

DECIBELS (dB). Term used to identify ten times the common logarithm of the ratio of two like
quantities proportional to the power of energy.

DECONSTRUCTION. The process of taking a building or structure apart, piece-by-piece, with the
intent of recycling or salvaging as many of the materials and components as possible.

DEMAND LIMIT. The shedding of loads when pre-determined peak demand limits are about to be
exceeded.



DEMAND RESPONSE, AUTOMATED (AUTO-DR). Fully Automated Demand Response initiated by
a signal from a utility or other appropriate entity, providing fully-automated connectivity to customer
energy end-use control strategies.

DEMAND RESPONSE AUTOMATION INTERNET SOFTWARE. Software that resides in a
Building Energy Management Control System that can receive a demand response signal and
automatically reduce HVAC and lighting system loads. Demand Response programs developed by the
electric utility and the independent system operator typically depend upon timely and reliable
communications of events and information to the buildings that are participating in the programs.

DIVERSE USE CATEGORIES: Categories of occupancies and land uses which are designated as
either retail, service or community facilities:

Retail Uses. The retail use category includes: Convenience store, florist, hardware store, pharmacy,
grocery or supermarket and similar retail uses.

Service Uses. The service use category includes: Bank, coffee shop or restaurant; hair care; health
club or fitness center; laundry or dry cleaner, medical or dental office and similar service uses.

Community Facilities. The community facilities category includes: Child care; civic or community
center; a building containing a place of worship; police or fire station; post office, public library,
public park, school, senior care facility, homeless shelter, and similar social services facilities.

[B] DWELLING UNIT. A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more
persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

DRAIN TILE LOOP. A continuous length of drain tile or perforated pipe extending around all or part of
the internal or external perimeter of a basement or crawl! space footing.

EFFECTIVE APERTURE. The effective aperture for vertical fenestration is the area of glazing in the
unobstructed wall times the visible transmittance (VT) of this glazing, divided by the floor area in the
daylight zone. The effective aperture for skylights is the area of glazing in the unobstructed roof times the
visible transmittance (VT) of this glazing, divided by the floor area in the daylight zone.

ELECTRICAL CODE. Means the Oregon Electrical Specialty Code (OESC).

ENERGY CODE. Means the Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code (OEESC).

ENERGY MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL SYSTEM, BUILDING (EMCS). A computerized,
intelligent network of electronic devices, designed to automatically monitor and control the energy using
systems in a building.

ENERGY STAR. A joint program of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) designed to identify and promote energy-efficient products and practices.

[M] EQUIPMENT. All piping, ducts, vents, control devices and other components of systems other than
appliances which are permanently installed and integrated to provide control of environmental conditions
for buildings. This definition shall also include other systems specifically regulated in this code.

EQUIVALENT HEIGHT. The continuous height, in vertical degrees, of an obstruction that provides the
same obstructive effect as a series of obstructions of variable height. The line of equivalent height is
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drawn where the area of obstruction above equals the area of obstruction below. Determination shall be
made on a floor by floor basis.

[B] EXISTING STRUCTURE. See Oregon Structural Specialty Code.

EXTERIOR WALL, FULLY OBSTRUCTED. That portion of an exterior wall that does not face a
public way or a yard or court complying with Section 1206 of the International Building Code.

EXTERIOR WALL, PARTIALLY OBSTRUCTED. That portion of an exterior wall that is not a fully
obstructed exterior wall, but which faces_buildings, structures, or geological formations with an
equivalent height more_than 30 degrees above the horizon. For the purposes of this determination, the
maximum allowed height of buildings or structures on adjacent property under existing zoning
regulations is permitted to be considered. Determination is made on a floor by floor basis.

EXTERIOR WALL, UNOBSTRUCTED. That portion of an exterior wall that is not an obstructed
exterior wall, or a partially obstructed exterior wall.

FACILITY OPERATIONS. A facility is operational during the time when the primary activity that
facility is designed for is taking place. For Group A and Group M occupancies, this is the time during
which the facility is open to the public.

FEEDER CONDUCTORS. The conductors that connect the service equipment to the branch circuit
overcurrent devices.

[B] FIREPLACE. An assembly consisting of a hearth and fire chamber of noncombustible material and
provided with a chimney, for use with solid fuels.

HARDSCAPE. Areas of a building site covered by manmade materials.

[B] HISTORIC BUILDINGS. Buildings that are listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places, or designated as historic under an appropriate state or local law.

INDEPENDENT SYSTEM OPERATOR (ISO). The electric system’s operator.

INFRASTRUCTURE. Facilities within a jurisdiction that provide community services and networks for
travel and communication including: transportation services such as, but not limited to roads, bikeways
and pedestrian ways and transit services; utility systems such as, but not limited to, water, sanitary
sewage, stormwater management, telecommunications, power distribution and waste management; and
community services such as, but not limited to, public safety, parks, schools and libraries.

INFRASTRUCTURE, ADEQUATE. The capacity of infrastructure systems, as determined by the
jurisdiction, to serve the demands imposed by a new development on building sites within the
jurisdiction. Adequacy can be determined based on existing infrastructure or on the infrastructure as
augmented by a development project.

INFRARED EMITTANCE. The ratio of radiant heat emitted by a sample to that emitted by a black
body radiator at the same temperature.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE. Paved concrete or asphalt and other similar surfaces that readily
accommodate the flow of water with relatively little absorption, as typically used at exterior horizontal
areas including, but not limited to, parking lots, bikeways, walkways, plazas and fire lanes.



[B] JURISDICTION. The governmental unit that has adopted this code under due legislative authority.

[B] LABEL. An identification applied on a product by the manufacturer that contains the name of the
manufacturer, the function and performance characteristics of the product or material, and the name and
identification of an approved agency and that indicates that the representative sample of the product or
material has been tested and evaluated by an approved agency.

[B] LABELED. Equipment, materials or products to which has been affixed a label, seal, symbol or
other identifying mark of a nationally recognized testing laboratory, inspection agency or other
organization concerned with product evaluation that maintains periodic inspection of the production of
the above-labeled items and whose labeling indicates either that the equipment, material or product meets
identified standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

LABORATORY EXHAUST. Exhaust from fume hoods and laboratory process ventilation systems
located in Group B, E and I-2 occupancies. Does not include exhaust from H Occupancy areas within
these occupancies.

LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT. A technique to evaluate the relevant energy and material consumed and
environmental emissions associated with the entire life of a building, product, process, activity or service.

LIGHTING BOUNDARY. Where the lot line abuts a public walkway, bikeway, plaza, or parking
lot, the lighting boundary shall be a line 5 feet from the lot line and located on the public
property. Where the lot line abuts a public roadway or public transit corridor, the lighting
boundary shall be the centerline of the public roadway or public transit corridor. In all other
circumstances, the lighting boundary shall be at the lot line.

[B] LISTED. Equipment, materials, products or services included in a list published by an organization
acceptable to the code official and concerned with evaluation of products or services that maintains
periodic inspection of production of listed equipment or materials or periodic evaluation of services and

whose listing states either that the equipment, material, product or service meets identified standards or
has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.

[B] LOT. A portion or parcel of land considered as a unit.

[B] LOT LINE. A line dividing one lot from another, or from a street or any public place.

LOW VOLTAGE DRY-TYPE DISTRIBUTION TRANSFORMER. A NEMA “Class 1’ transformer
that is air-cooled, does not use oil as a coolant, has an input voltage < 600 Volts, and is rated for operation
at a frequency of 60 Hertz.

[E] MANUAL. Capable of being operated by personal intervention (see “Automatic”).

MECHANICAL CODE. Means the Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code.

MERV. Duct system air filter minimum efficiency reporting value.

METER. A water volume measuring device used to collect data and indicate water usage abnormalities.
Such devices are provided by the water purveyor or the building owner.
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OCCUPANT LOAD. The occupant load as calculated in accordance with the requirements of Chapter
10 of the Oregon Structural Specialty Code.

[B] PERMIT. An official document or certificate issued by the authority having jurisdiction which
authorizes performance of a specified activity.

POST-CONSUMER RECYCLED CONTENT. The proportion of recycled material in a product
generated by households or by commercial, industrial, and institutional facilities in their role as end users
of the product that can no longer be used for its intended purpose. This includes returns of material from
the distribution chain.

POWER CONVERSION SYSTEM. The equipment used to convert incoming electrical power, to the
force causing vertical motion of the elevator. In a traction system, this would include the electrical drive,
motor, and transmission.

PRE-CONSUMER (POST-INDUSTRIAL) RECYCLED CONTENT. The proportion of recycled
material in a product diverted from the waste stream during the manufacturing process. Pre-consumer
recycled content does not include reutilization of material such as rework, regrind, or scrap generated in a
process and capable of being reclaimed within the same process that generated it.

PROCESS LOADS. Building energy loads that are not related to building space conditioning, lighting,
service water heating or ventilation for human comfort.

PROJECT ELECTIVE. The provisions contained in Sections 407, 507, 613, 710 and 809 for which
compliance is not mandatory unless selected under Section 303.1 for a specific building project. The
minimum total number of project electives that must be selected and complied with is indicated in Table
302.1.

PROPOSED DESIGN. A description of the proposed building used to estimate annual energy use for
determining compliance based on total building performance including improvements in design such as
the use of passive solar energy design concepts and technologies, improved building thermal envelope
strategies, increased equipment and systems efficiency, increased use of daylighting, improved control
strategies and improved lighting sources that will result in a decrease in annual energy.

[E] R-VALUE (THERMAL RESISTANCE). The inverse of the time rate of heat flow through a body
from one of its bounding surfaces to the other surface for a unit temperature difference between the two
surfaces, under steady state conditions, per unit area (h x ft2 x °F/Btu) [(m2 x K)/W].

REBOUND AVOIDANCE, SLOW RECOVERY. Slow recovery strategies slowly recover the target
parameter that was controlled in the demand response strategy. Where this strategy is applied, the zone
setpoints are gradually restored to the normal setpoints. Where air moving systems are targeted, a limit
strategy is applied to the adjustable speed drive(s); fan adjustable speed drive limits are gradually shifted

up.

REBOUND AVOIDANCE, SEQUENTIAL EQUIPMENT RECOVERY. Sequential equipment
recovery that disperses short duration equipment start up spikes gradually, thereby avoiding a larger
whole building demand spike.

REBOUND AVOIDANCE, EXTENDED AUTO-DR CONTROL. The rebound avoidance, extended
Auto-DR control strategy is essentially an extension of the rebound avoidance, slow recovery strategy.
Although a slow recovery strategy is critical to maximize the benefit of an Auto-DR strategy, the building
energy management and control system (EMCS) programming for just such a strategy can be very



complex or might not be possible for many conventional EMCS’s. A rebound avoidance, extended Auto-
DR control strategy also includes logic and controls for avoiding a rebound peak when the control signal
is stopped.

REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. An individual who is registered or licensed to practice
their respective design profession as defined by the statutory requirements of the professional registration
laws of the state or jurisdiction in which the project is to be constructed.

DESIGN PROFESSIONAL IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE OF BUILDING ENERGY
SIMULATION. A building modeling professional responsible for the review and coordination of the
building energy simulation documents and files of the project, as determined by the code official, for
compatibility with the design and simulation of building components and energy-using systems of the
building or structure, including submittal documents prepared by others, deferred submittal documents
and phased submittal documents. This building modeling professional is responsible for maintaining
minimum competency in building energy simulation science in accordance with applicable certifications
of minimum competence and nationally recognized standards. A registered design professional or a
certified energy modeler as defined in the Whole Building Approach Instructions for Section 506 of the
Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code.

REGULARLY OCCUPIED SPACE. A room or enclosed space which is regularly occupied for at least
1,000 daytime hours per year. Restrooms, locker rooms, showers, changing rooms, closets, corridors,
stairwells, mechanical and electrical equipment rooms are not considered to be regularly occupied.

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE, ON-SITE. Energy derived from solar radiation, wind, waves,
tides, landfill gas, biomass, or the internal heat of the earth. The energy system providing on-site
renewable energy is located on or adjacent to the building site, and generate energy for use on the
building site.

[B] REPAIR. The reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing building for the purpose of its
maintenance.

[E] RESIDENTIAL BUILDING. For energy purposes only, detached one- and two-family dwellings,
and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses), buildings under the scope of the Oregon Residential
Specialty Code, and Group R-2, R-3 and R-4 buildings, all of which are three stories or less in height
above grade.

RESIDENTIAL CODE. Means Oregon Residential Specialty Code (ORSC).

ROOF COVERING. The covering applied to the 