
 

April 8, 2009 

 

 

To:  INTERESTED PARTIES 

 

From: CHRIS HUNTINGTON, MANAGER 

  POLICY AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 

 

Subject: CITY OF WOODBURN PROPOSED FEE ADOPTION   
 

The State Building Codes Division (division) has received the enclosed notice of intent to adopt 

building inspection program fees from the above listed municipality. Pursuant to Oregon 

Administrative Rule 918-020-0220, municipalities seeking to adopt fees are required to provide 

the following summary information 45 days prior to the proposed adoptive date. 

 

(A) The affected specialty code or program areas; 

(B) A description of the proposed building inspection program fees including the approximate 

percentage change when applicable; 

(C) The proposed effective date; 

(D) The date of the last fee increase in the specialty code or program area if applicable; 

(E) The anticipated date, time and location of the local municipal hearing scheduled pursuant to 

Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 294.160; 

(F) The name, phone number, and title of a contact person; and  

(G) A narrative explaining the purpose of the proposed fee adoption. 

 

The division is required to notify interested parties after receiving a notice of intent to adopt 

building inspection program fees from a municipality. Enclosed is the information the 

municipality provided to the division pursuant to the above administrative rule requirements. 

 

If you have concerns about this proposed fee change, you may contact the municipality directly 

by contacting Steve Krieg, Building Official, 503-980-2430, or attend the local municipal 

hearing on Monday, June 8, 2009, at 7:00 PM, Woodburn City Hall, 270 Montgomery Street, 

Woodburn. If you still have unresolved concerns, you may, pursuant to ORS 455.210(3) and 

479.845, appeal this fee adoption by sending a written request to the division within 30 days of 

the municipality’s fee adoption date. 

 

 

cc: City of Woodburn 

 

Building Codes Division 
1535 Edgewater Street NW 

PO Box 14470 
Salem, OR 97309-0404 

(503) 378-4133 
FAX (503) 378-2322 

http:/ /bcd.oregon.gov 



 
CITY OF WOODBURN  
Community Development Department 
Building Division 

         
 

270 Montgomery Street  Woodburn, Oregon 97071 Phone (503) 982-5250 Fax (503) 982-5244 

 

April 3, 2009 
 
 
Oregon State Building Codes Division 
P.O. Box 14470 
1535 Edgewater Street NW 
Salem, OR 97039-0404 
 
 
RE:  Notification of a Proposed Permit Fee Increase for the City of Woodburn 
 
 
In accordance with OAR 918-020-0220, the City of Woodburn, Building Division, is 
providing notification to the Oregon State Building Codes Division of intent to raise 
permit fees.  OAR 918-020-0220 lists several criteria that must be included in a fee 
increase notification.  Please see the OAR criteria and explanations that follow. 
 
918-020-0220 Fee Adoption Standards 
(1)(a) The municipality shall notify the division of such adoptions 45 days prior to 

the adoptive date.  The notification shall include a summary of the 
following: 

 
(A) The affected specialty code or program areas; 

The specialty code areas are being adjusted to conform to the new 
consistent form and fee methodology rules found in OAR 918-050 and 
include the residential and commercial building, mechanical, manufactured 
dwelling, and fire suppression programs. 

 
(B) A description of the proposed building inspection program fees 

including the approximate percentage increase when applicable; 
The building inspection program fees that are proposed to be increased are 
the building, mechanical, manufactured dwelling, and fire suppression 
permit and plan review fees.  As required by OAR 918-050 the proposed 
new fees for the City of Woodburn include commercial mechanical permits, 
deferred submittals, phased permits, partial permits, and fire suppression 
permit.  All the proposed new fees, descriptions, and schedules are listed in 
the included City of Woodburn, Building Division fee schedule. 
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Currently the City of Woodburn is one of a very few jurisdictions that uses 
two fee schedules for calculating building permit fees.  One fee schedule is 
for commercial building permits and the other fee schedule is for one- and 
two-family dwelling building permits.  Woodburn’s commercial building 
permit fee schedule is currently the lowest fee schedule, found, that is used 
in the State of Oregon.  This fee schedule is from the 1976 Uniform Building 
Code (UBC) fee schedule.  The 1976 UBC fee schedule was the first fee 
schedule adopted statewide in the State of Oregon.  Woodburn’s one- and 
two-family dwelling building permit fee schedule equals the lowest fee 
schedule, found, that is used in the State of Oregon.  This fee schedule is 
from the 1979 UBC fee schedule.   
 
The City of Woodburn is proposing to eliminate the dual building permit fee 
schedules.  The commercial fee schedule is proposed to be eliminated.  The 
current one- and two-family dwelling building permit fee schedule is 
proposed to be increased by approximately 5%.  The net result of 
eliminating the commercial fee schedule and raising the current one- and 
two-family dwelling fee schedule approximately 5% will increase commercial 
building permits by approximately 35%.  A new minimum permit fee is 
proposed for all building and mechanical permits and the mechanical permit 
base fee has been eliminated in accordance with OAR 918-050. 
 
The one-and two-family dwelling mechanical permit fee schedule is being 
modified to comply with the new rules in OAR 918-050.  The mechanical 
permit base fee is being eliminated and a minimum mechanical fee of $65 is 
proposed.  The current mechanical equipment fees vary from $6 to $95, not 
including the base fee.  The mechanical permit fees are proposed to be 
adjusted to a flat $20 fee for each piece of mechanical equipment.  It is 
estimated that the majority one-and two-family dwelling mechanical permits 
issued by the City of Woodburn (mechanical alterations to existing one- and 
two-family dwellings) will fall under the minimum permit fee.  This will have a 
minimal increase for some mechanical permits and will provide a lower fee 
for other mechanical permits with an anticipated net result in no fee increase 
for alterations under one- and two-family dwelling mechanical permits.  The 
percentage of increase will vary from zero (0) percent to over 100% for new 
one-and two-family dwelling mechanical permits (with two bathrooms and 
depending on gas or electrical appliances).  This increase is necessary to 
cover the costs associated with providing mechanical permit and inspection 
services. 
 
The City of Woodburn currently charges 25% of the building permit fee for 
fire- and life-safety plan reviews.  The City of Woodburn is proposing to 
raise this fee 15% to help recover the costs of providing fire- and life-safety 
plan reviews.  Woodburn currently reimburses third party reviewers based 
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on a 40% fire- and life-safety plan review fee as charged by other 
jurisdictions for providing this service.  This proposed fee increase will help 
Woodburn recover our operating costs and fees for paying third party plan 
reviewers for this service. 
 
To comply with the new rules under ORS 918-050 commercial mechanical 
permit and plan review fees will be based off of the proposed permit fee 
table.  Woodburn hasn’t ever issued commercial mechanical permits based 
on this method of fee calculation.  With the minimum commercial 
mechanical permit fee, and a valuation based commercial mechanical 
permit fee, the percentage of increase will vary from five (5) percent to over 
40 percent for some larger projects.  This increase is necessary to cover the 
costs to provide mechanical permit, inspection, and plan review services 
which have been subsidized by building permit revenue in the past.  The 
proposed method of fee calculation is the same method used in the majority 
of the Woodburn’s neighboring jurisdictions to comply with the common fee 
methodology rules in OAR 918-050.  Commercial mechanical plan review 
fees are proposed to be raised 40% (from 25% to 65% of the mechanical 
permit fee) to help recover the costs of providing mechanical plan review 
services.  Currently the 25% fee doesn’t allow the City to recover the costs 
associated with commercial mechanical plan review. 
 
Manufactured dwelling permits are proposed to be increased 36 percent 
(from $160 to $250) to cover the current costs of issuing permits and 
providing inspections for manufactured dwellings. A new fee is proposed for 
reviewing and inspecting earthquake bracing systems for manufactured 
homes. 
 
A new fee is proposed for issuing a temporary certificate of occupancy, a 
change of occupancy, expedited plan review, and master plan review.  The 
hourly fee is proposed to be raised more than 76 percent for inspections 
outside of normal hours, reinspections, and inspections for which no fee is 
specifically indicated to cover the costs associated with providing these 
services. 

 
(C) The proposed effective date; 

The proposed effective date is July 1, 2009. 
 

(D) The date of the last fee increase in the specialty code or program area 
if applicable: 
The date of the last fee increase in the specialty code program areas was 
November 13, 2002. 
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(E) The anticipated date, time, and location of the municipal hearing 
scheduled pursuant to ORS 294.160; 
 
Location: Woodburn City Hall  
 Council Chambers 
 270 Montgomery Street 
 Woodburn, OR 97071 
Meeting Type: City Council Meeting 
Anticipated Date: June 8, 2009 
Anticipated Time: 7:00 p.m. 

 
(F) The name, phone number, and title of the contact person; and 

 
Contact Information: 
City of Woodburn 
Community Development Department 
Steve Krieg, Building Official 
270 Montgomery Street 
Woodburn, OR 97071 
503-980-2430 phone 
503-982-5244 fax 
steve.krieg@ci.woodburn.or.us 

 
(G) A narrative explaining the purpose of the proposed fee adoption. 

The purpose of the proposed fee increase is to align with the new State 
mandated fee methodologies required in OAR 918-050 and to assist in 
recovering costs for inspection, plan review, and other services relating to 
the administration of the City of Woodburns’ permit programs for residential 
and commercial building, mechanical, manufactured dwelling, and fire 
suppression programs. 

 
Questions or comments relating to this notification of the proposed fee increase should 
be directed as noted above. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Steve Krieg 
Building Official 
 
SK 
 
Enclosure 
 

mailto:steve.krieg@ci.woodburn.or.us


Survey of Local MECHANICAL Permit Fees Created: November 2008

This is Not a comparison of SDC's, Plumbing, Building, Electrical, Land Use or other fees - ONLY MECHANICAL PERMIT FEES

These are existing rates. Many of the agencies surveyed are currently reviewing their programs and may propose increases

NOTE: THIS IS FOR COMPARISON PURPOSES ONLY, CONTACT JURISDICTIONS FOR ACCURATE NUMBERS

Commercial Mechanical Permits

Minimum Permit 

Fee $2,500 $25,000 $50,000 First $100K Plus/$1000 Plan Review

Wilsonville** 61.55                   61.55                    140.25         260.65         432.65         1.54             

Woodburn (Proposed) 65.00                   72.40                    235.00         390.00         590.00         3.45             65%

Dallas 60.00                   60.00                    248.37         416.62         641.12         3.74             

Albany* 60.00                   68.90                    264.70         429.70         689.70         3.80             

Marion County 65.00                   76.00                    318.00         543.00         843.00         4.00             20%

Salem 65.00                   65.00                    318.00         543.00         843.00         4.00             25%

Sweet Home 65.00                   65.00                    318.00         543.00         843.00         4.00             25%

McMinnville 40.00                   514.00         914.00         

Milwaukie 60.00                   60.00                    303.00         565.50         1,090.00      7.25             25%

Oregon City* 52.25                   52.25                    359.10         626.60         1,166.00      5.10             25%

Canby 80.00                   80.00                    410.00         710.00         1,310.00      10.00           

Corvallis 72.50                   84.00                    569.00         771.50         1,396.50      1.10             50%

Tigard 72.50                   84.00                    434.00         906.50         1,396.50      11.00           

Woodburn (Currently) 25.00                   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 25%

Average of Fees 60.27                   69.09                    326.45         555.39         935.04         4.92             33%

All Fees Were Verified November 2008

*Proposed fee, jurisdiction is going through a fee increase

**Additional fee schedule for $500K and above in value




