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Plumbing code forum scheduled July 25

The Plumbing and Mechanical Contractors As-
sociationissponsoring afreeforum on plumbing
codeissuesfrom 4-7 p.m., Thursday, July 25, at
the Clackamas County Auditorium, 9101 S.E.
Sunnybrook Boulevard in Clackamas.

Qualifying participants may receive three hours
of code-related credit from BCD or three hours
HSW credit for AIA members.

The purpose of the forum is to discuss regional
code applications and reach consensus on ac-
ceptable standards for the tri-county region. All

areaplumbing contractors, plumbers, architects,
and building-department personnel are invited.
Forum organizers welcome questions and en-
courage contractorsand building departmentsto
submit questionsto the center before the forum.

July 25 agenda:

Update on statewide code interpretations and
process: Terry Swisher, state code chief

Open forum:

Panel and participants

April 25 code forum questions and answers

Tri-County building officials have agreed to use
the code panel’s determinations for inspection
standards. Contractors and building department
personnel may send questions for the forum to
Joanie.M.stevens-Schwenger@state.or.us or
fax them to the center, (503) 872-6731. An an-
swer-request form isavailable on the BCD Web
site, www.oregonbcd.org. Click on “Tri-
County” and then “ Code Forum Program.”

Q Isashower valvean “existing” fixture?

A No, ashower isafixture (seethe definition
“plumbing fixture’) and a shower vave is a
fixturefitting, whichisapart of the" water supply
system.”

Q Doestheaccesspanel or escutcheon make
thevalve “accessible” ?

A Yes “Accessible’ is defined in the code in
Chapter 2, and may require the removal of an
access panel, door, or similar obstruction. An
escutcheon is considered a similar obstruction.

Q If such a shower valve is accessible, isit
per mittable?
A Y es. Althoughitisaccessible, itisconceaed

in the wall and requires a permit to install or
replace.

Q If a permit is required, can you use a
minor label for theinstallation?

A Yes A permit is required and, when
performing the installation in a one- and two-

family dwelling, a minor label could be used.
However, the work should be left exposed for
inspection if an inspection is requested. It isnot
appropriate for the plumbing inspector to
dismantle portions of a plumbing system for the
purpose of making inspections. When accessis
required for inspectionsit should be provided by
the property owner or instaler. The installer
should advisethe homeowner how to preparethe
escutcheon for inspection.

Q Can a plumber use a plumbing minor
label when replacing an existing leaking, gas
hot water heater that isnot a conversion?
A Yes, a plumbing minor label can be used
when aplumber ischanging agaswater heater, if
theinstallation meetsthe criteriafor aplumbing
minor label. This forum cannot address permit
issues in other code areas.

Q I schangingout agasrangecover ed under
theminor label program?

A No.

Q While ORS 693.020(b) exempts the
installer from being a licensed plumber on
residential property provided thewater pump
equipment doesnot exceed 7.5 hor sepower, is
a permit and an inspection required if the
installer is the homeowner? What if the
installation ismade by a licensed plumber?

Continued . . .
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BCD’s message
to homeowners —

“Permits protect
the safety and
value of your
home.”

Our message to
contractors —

Refuse to work
without a permit!

Tri-County Service Center
123 NE 3rd Ave,, Ste. 440,
Portland, OR 97232-2901

continued . . .

A  PleaseseeSection 447.010, 447.020. A permit
and inspection are required for any plumbing pipe
installed beyondthepressuretank, whether installed
by ahomeowner or alicensed plumber. Inspectors
should begintheinspection of the plumbing system
at the outlet side of the pressure tank and continue
through the plumbing water system. By definition
in the plumbing code, the “building supply” isthe
pipe that carries the potable water from the water
meter or other water sourceto abuilding. Thisis
also defined as water service. The water service
begins at the outlet of the pressure tank.

Q In replacing an old water heater, must you
follow the manufacturer instructions?

A An installation must, in al cases, be in
compliance with the current code section of the
uniform plumbing code, and the installation must
be done to current code standards. Manufacturers
are not authorized to adopt plumbing codes.

Background: Several questions have arisen
concerningthelocation of clean outsandthetypeof
90-degree elbow required at the apex of the loop
vent. Thisis in reference to Section 909.0 of the
PSC and Section 3608.1 of the DSC.

Q May theend of theline clean-out belocated
in thevertical drain linewithin the cabinet?

A Yes
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Q Can the 90-degree elbow between the 45-
degreeelbowson theloop vent bea“ short pattern
vent 90-degree” or a “medium sweep drainage
90-degree” or a“long sweep radius90-degree” ?
A Amedi um-sweep or along-sweep elbow may
be used along with two 45-degree elbows to meet
the code regquirements for the top of the loop vent.

Q Can the vertical foot vent clean-out be
located on accessible portion of the vertical
piping?
A Yes

Q Does a CPVC relief drain require CPVC
orangeor yellow gluewith purpleprimer?lsthis
the only acceptable combination?

A One-step CPVC (gold-colored) glue does not
require primer.

Q [f I am unable to attach a minor label to
the electrical-service panel because it hasn’t
beeninstalled or becauseit'sbeingreplaced —
wheredo | put it?

A Placetheminor label permit ontheinstallation
itself inavisiblelocation and follow up with anote
on the permit log sheet asto itslocation.
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